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Orthodox " double dealers, cunning foxes, liars, turn-coats,
traitors3 open to bribes^ deceivers, thieves, and robbers.35*
But there was no real break in the Greek hierarchy. Greek
patriarchs of Jerusalem and Antioch kept up the ancient
lines at Constantinople, and sometimes even attempted to
reside quietly in their sees. The last Latin Patriarch of
Antioch was killed at the altar by the Saracens in 1268.
We gather from Jacques de Vitry that the Greek bishops
continued in their own dioceses to wield actual, if un-
official, power over their people. " As for the Latin prelates,"
he writes, " In whose dioceses they dwell, they obey them in
word but not in deed; and only in outward show they say
that they obey them, -out of fe*ar of their masters according to
the flesh, for they have Greek bishops of their own and would
not fear excommunication or any other sentence from the
Latins in the least . . . for they say among themselves that
all Latins are excommunicated, wherefore they cannot give
sentence on any one." 2 No wonder that the worried bishop
felt sore and called names.

When the Crusaders lost their final foothold in Syria in the
year 1292, all members of the Greek hierarchy had slipped
back into their places. Since then the ecclesiastical changes
have been chiefly those of allegiance. The Maronites had
abjured heresy and had joined themselves to the Roman
Church in 1182. In consequence of persistent missionary
effort, in connection with the Roman Propaganda, the Greek
Catholic Melchite Community was formed, the definite split
with the Orthodox dating from 1724. The Syrian Catholics
had separated from the Jacobites some time before. The
ten thousand Protestants now numbered among the native
Christians are due to the work among the old churches con-
ducted by foreign societies, beginning with the American
Board in 1821.

1 "Historia Hierosolymitana," op. cit., LXXIV.   This quotation is
from the English translation in vol. XI of the " Palestine Pilgrims' Text
Series."

2 Ibid.